Kingdom Virtues: Stewardship
1. Have you ever taken care of someone else’s property or perhaps their child whilst they were away on holiday or at work?  How did you feel about having the responsibility?
2. What would you be looking for in a person you entrusted with your property or something precious to you?
World on loan
3. Read Genesis 1:26-31 (the account of the Creation by days) and Genesis 2:15-22 (detailed comment on Day 6 of Creation).  What tasks does God give humankind?  What do these commands tell us about our relationship to the created world?
4. How are we doing with the tasks we were given?

Who owes who? Climate change, debt, equity and survival.

“It is poor people in poor countries who suffer first and worst from both extreme weather conditions connected to climate change and from the struggle to service un-payable foreign debts.  Our understanding of debt, and who owes it, is horribly wrong and needs changing.”  Christian Aid
5. Are there ways that Christians could live differently for the benefit of all?
One for you, nine for me!
6. In the Old Testament the principle of God’s people giving a “tithe” was established.  First by Abraham (Genesis 14:18-20), then Jacob (Genesis 28:20-22) and as part of the laws given by Moses (Numbers 18:25-32).  What was a tithe and what was it for?
7. By the end of the Old Testament we get an insight into how the Israelites tithed: Malachi 3:3-12.  What does verse 10 teach us?
A better understanding
8. Read 1 Chronicles 29:1-18.  The people of Israel have just brought gifts for building a new temple in Jerusalem.  How did King David and the people give?
9. Who owns “everything in Heaven and Earth”?

There are many other kinds of giving listed in the New Testament: faithfulness, generosity, hospitality, kindness.  Bearing in mind what we have looked at today alongside this list consider the following:

10.  In what areas of life are we to be accountable to God?

For personal consideration:

Do I recognise and fulfil my personal duty to the finances of my church?

Do I have a sacrificial lifestyle?

Am I a good steward of all that God has entrusted to me?

