Kingdom Virtues: Honour
Honour can be considered an old fashioned concept, but there is particular teaching in the Bible about the importance of honour – over and above respect – and the dangers of neglecting it.
The 5th Commandment

1. Read Exodus 20:1-12. What is special about the fifth commandment in verse 12 – compare it to Ephesians 6:1-2 for a clue?  Why should God think that this is so important?
2. What does honouring your parents look like in practise? 

3. The first four commandments are all about honouring God.  According to these verses, how can you honour Him?
The house of Eli
4. In the first few chapters of 1 Samuel we get two starkly contrasting examples of honour.  Firstly Hannah’s story (1 Samuel 1:1-11, 19-20, 24-2:11) In what ways does Hannah demonstrate that she honours God?
5. According to Hannah’s prayer, what is God like?  What situations are subject to his sovereignty?
6. Compare Hannah’s feelings in 1:10 with 2:1, what makes the difference?  Do we worship and praise God as spontaneously as Hannah?

7. Our second example of honouring God is Eli and his priestly household (1 Samuel 2:12-35).  You would expect this family to be a prime example of how to honour God, but what has gone wrong?  What is Eli’s part in all this, why is he being judged?

8. 1 Samuel 2:30 says “Those who honour me, I will honour, but those who despise me will be disdained.”  What proof do we have in these chapters that this is not just words?

What does this mean for me?
9. So, how will this work out in our own lives?  Read Matthew 15:1-9 – a short account of a conversation Jesus had with the Pharisees which throws some light on the matter.  When we consider the whole matter of honour – what danger must we avoid?
10. How can we get this right?
“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else and live righteously and he will give you everything you need.” Matthew 6:33

Pray for each other as you seek to live this way.

