Kingdom Virtues: Courage
We may feel it unlikely that as a group of 21st Century Christians we will have to risk our lives for our faith.  That may be so, but in some parts of the world Christians still face this reality.  All of us to a greater or lesser extent will face experiences that require courage – whether we are standing for Christ, facing an illness, going through tough financial times or coping with some other personal challenge.
1.  In which of the following situations do you find it hard to exercise courage?  

Family life ( Work (  Witnessing (  Prayer (  Around certain people (  Other (
2. What are you most afraid of?
Courage in the early church
Peter and John had been going up to the temple in Jerusalem at the time of prayer when a crippled man asked them for money.  Peter said to him “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I have I give you.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”  The man was instantly healed and a crowd gathered in awe of Peter and John.  The apostles took the opportunity to clearly preach the gospel.  We will read what happens next ... Acts 4.

3. Which group of people is fearful in this passage?  Why?
4. What affect did a night in a 1st Century jail have on Peter and John?  How did it affect the people who heard their message (:4)?
5. Look at verses 2, 10 & 12.  What were Peter and John proclaiming that was causing such distress amongst the Jewish leaders?

6. How would this message go down today?  Would it require courage to preach it?

7. From :13-18 what did the men of the Sanhedrin notice about Peter and John?  Would the same observation be made about us?

8. How do Peter and John respond to their warning?

9. On their release, Peter and John return to the disciples.  From verses 23-31 we see their response.  What is the reason for their prayer in :24-28?  What is their request :29&30? What were the results :31?

Courage under other circumstances
Remember last week we looked at Paul’s thorn in the flesh (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)?  He prayed asking God to take it away.  The result of his prayer was not perhaps what he had envisaged and he had to demonstrate courage in the face of difficulties and could genuinely say “I delight in my weaknesses, in insults, in hardships ... for when I am weak, then I am strong.”
The example of others

No study on courage would be complete without a look at the book of Joshua!  Read Joshua 1:1-9.

10. List some of the ways Joshua would have to show courage.
11. What is the ultimate encouragement for our courage (:9)?

Pray for those in the group who face situations that require courage and remember to pray for our brothers and sisters around the world who face real persecution.

