Kingdom Virtues: Contentment

“When you can think of yesterday without regret and tomorrow without fear, you are near contentment.” Author unknown

“Let us all be happy, and live within our means, even if we have to borrow the money to do it with.” Artemus Ward 1867

1.  Discuss the quotes above.  Do you agree with the current world view on the subject of contentment?
2. Are the Christians you know and good at being content?  How do they demonstrate this in the way they live from day to day?
Paul’s perspective

3. Read 2 Corinthians 11:24-29 and 2 Corinthians 12:7&8  What reasons could Paul have for being discontent?

4. Read on... 2 Corinthians 12:9&10  What was the secret of Paul’s contentment?

The difficulties Paul had faced uniquely qualified him to instruct the church on the subject of contentment.  We will learn more from his advice – Read Philippians 4

Dealing with discontent
5. Philippians 4:2&3 What is causing Paul some discontent?  How does he intend the matter to be resolved?

6. How would the church be affected if we were content to let disagreements go unchecked?

Experiencing God’s peace
7. According to Philippians 4:4-9 what can you do to experience God’s peace?

8. If we are to be content we need to put this into practice for all areas of our lives.  We need to be content regarding our: possessions, relationships, work, status (who you are and how old you are!).  What do the following verses have to say about this?  (1 Timothy 6:6-10, Hebrews 13:4-6, Proverbs 30:8&9)

(For personal reflection later: Consider which of these areas do you find it hard to trust God for?)

“The secret of being content”

9. What encouraging fact do you discover about Paul’s contentment in Philippians 4:11&12?

10. What resources are available to all Christians to help them learn contentment – 4:13+19?

“Contentment is knowing God’s plan for your life, having the conviction to live it and believing that God’s peace is bigger than the world’s problems.” Larry Burkett (Campus Crusade for Christ)

Before praying together - read Psalm 37.

